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1901 the railway reached the Tarkwa goldfield of the Gold
Coast: in 1914 Bukuru on the tin ffeld of Northern Nigeria:
in 1916 Enugu on the coal field of Southern Nigeria. Palm
, oil presented an easier problem, for the palm lands were
nearer the coast, so that, to begin with, the oil could be
rolled down to the port in barrels. But the intensive cultiva-
tion of cocoa was impossible without the railway or motor
truck; and the history of cotton growing for export from
Nigeria is practically the history of the development of
transport. The railway map of West Africa to-day is not
unlike that of early Northumberland and Durham, where
railways led down from the inland coal fields to a series of
good harbours on the coast.
At this point we must revert to Miss Gilhoy's warning
against exaggeration of the influence of demand. After all,
alike in Europe and Africa, the consumer himself is rarely the
provoker of new wants. Even in so strong a consumers'
organisation as the co-operative movement of Great Britain,
the amount of pioneering which they do in their own special
field of family consumption is slight. Novelties come from
the brain of the inventor and reach the consumer through
the entrepreneur. Professional men also contribute, the
medical profession, for example, in the field of diet. Per-
haps the one exception is the demand for leisure, which
issues directly from the worker, as his standard rises.
I conclude with the feeling that the most significant
relation of demand to changes of production is outside the
strictly economic field. When, as economic historians, we
try to put together the story of wants and their satisfaction,
we find ourselves skirting the edge of a much wider field
which we can only enter with effect in the company of other
human sciences, and in particular of geography, psychology
and medicine. When we come to primitive people, we must
go even further, and ask the anthropologist to turn econo-
mist for our benefit, as Mr. Raymond Firth has done in his
Primitive Polynesian Economy.